
QUARTER SAWN WHITE OAK

NATURAL VARIATION

With a natural material like wood, it is very 

important to see as many examples of their 

ultimate choice in stain color and wood species 

as possible. In many cases a sample door or 

color block are just not enough to show the full 

spectrum of grains and colors that each unique 

tree within our forests have to offer.

And as with any natural product, the wood will 

mature over time to its more seasoned color. 

Quarter sawn white oak, specifically, ages to a 

lighter gray version of itself.

CHARACTERISTICS OF QUARTER SAWN 
WHITE OAK (QW) 

Quarter sawn white oak is strong, tough, dense, 

tight-grained and beautiful. Quarter sawn white 

oak displays prominent rays, also referred to as 

tiger-rays, ray fleck, ray flakes and fleck patterns. 

These grain variations are not considered defects 

or flaws, but are celebrated, creating a truly 

unique cabinet.

Heartwood: Light, mid to dark brown

Sapwood: White to light brown

Grain: Straight with flecking



The difference between quarter sawn 
oak wood and plain sawn is as simple as 

how the lumber is cut. How the lumber is cut, 

however, has a great deal to do with the look, 

feel, and durability of the resulting plank. Plain 

sawn oak will show a significant flame — or 

cathedral — grain pattern on its face. Quarter 

sawn oak, on the other hand, provides a much 

straighter grain on the face of the wood and due 

to its orientation at cutting, quarter sawn oak 

boards often feature dramatic flecks and rays 

which give each piece a one of a kind look.

Example of how a log is cut to produce 
quarter sawn, straight grain, and plain 
sawn lumber:

HEARTWOOD VS. SAPWOOD

In some species, like white oak, color differences 

between new growth (sapwood) and old growth 

(heartwood) can be striking. Sometimes referred 

to as “Calico,” our white oak will have a varied 

appearance. Some pieces will be made up of 

more heartwood (mid to dark brown) while 

others might have larger streaks of sapwood 

(white to light brown). These color variations are 

what sets quarter sawn white oak apart from 

many of the other wood species. Each piece is 

unique and results in a truly one of a kind 

finished cabinet.

No two trees will be the same. Some grow faster 

while others take longer to mature. Even in the 

same tree, no two boards will be identical. Each 

displaying their own unique character and made 

up of decades of growth.

So you see, these variations are not defects 

or flaws. Rather, quite the opposite. These variations 

are a result of growing, thriving, and maturing 

with nature. To be a fan of quarter sawn white 

oak is to celebrate these variations. 

For a complete and current palette of available options, please see DeWils.com

Can you spot the ray-flecks and see the difference 
between the heartwood and the sapwood?

Plain sawn

Straight grain

Quarter sawn


