NATURAL VARIATION

With a natural material like wood, it is very
important to see as many examples of their
ultimate choice in stain color and wood species
as possible. In many cases, a sample door or
color block are just not enough to show the full
spectrum of grains and colors that each unique
tree within our forests have to offer.

And as with any natural product, the wood will
mature over time to its more seasoned color.
Unlike most woods, which darken in color as
they age, Walnut wood will actually lighten
slightly over time and can take on golden tone.
Darker stains will minimize this hue change.

CHARACTERISTICS OF WALNUT (WA)

Walnut lumber is warm in color, the sapwood is
a golden blonde color while the heartwood
ranges from medium to dark brown. New
walnut has a consistent dark-brown color but
as it gets older, two changes occur: Walnut
gets lighter and a rich honey color starts to
come through the grain.

Heartwood: Ranges from medium to dark
chocolate brown with darker brown streaks (can
sometimes have a gray, purple, or reddish cast)

Sapwood: pale yellow-gray to nearly white

Grain: Irregular and wavy



American Walnut has long been a favorite
choice for cabinetry due to its rich color,
durability, and distinctive grain patterns. The
lumber comes from walnut trees, which are
native to North America. In particular, American
black walnut is highly prized for its deep
chocolate-brown color and fine, wavy grain.
One of the key characteristics of walnut wood is
its hardness and strength, making it a reliable
choice for cabinetry that will withstand the test
of time. Additionally, walnut is known for its
stability, meaning that it is less likely to warp or
shrink in response to changes in humidity or
temperature.

HEARTWOOD VS. SAPWOOD

When building our cabinetry, it can be expected
that some planks will have both heartwood and
sapwood side by side. The planks with creamy
white sapwood are joined next to planks with
heartwood, creating a unique pattern and wide
color variations. These color variations are what
sets walnut apart from many other wood
species. Each piece is unique and makes for a
truly one of a kind kitchen.

No two trees will be the same. Some grow faster
while others take longer to mature. Even in the
same tree, no two boards will be identical.
Each displaying their own unique character and
made up of decades of growth.

So you see, these variations are not defects or
flaws. Rather, quite the opposite. These variations
are a result of growing, thriving, and maturing
with nature. To be a fan of Walnut is to celebrate
these variations.

Can you spot the heartwood from the
sapwood in the examples below?
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For a complete and current palette of available options, please see DeWils.com



