RED OAK

NATURAL VARIATION

With a natural material like wood, it is very
important to see as many examples of their
ultimate choice in stain color and wood species
as possible. In many cases a sample door or
color block are just not enough to show the full
spectrum of grains and colors that each unique
tree within our forests have to offer.

And as with any natural product, the wood will
mature over time to its more seasoned color.
Red Oak, specifically, ages to a warm golden
version of itself.

CHARACTERISTICS OF RED OAK (OA)

A very strong, hardwood with a dense structure
and coarse grain that has distinctive patterns
ranging from cathedral to straight, adding visual
interest to any piece of cabinetry. Red oak wood
has a reddish tone and may darken over time,
taking on more amber tones.

Heartwood: Light to medium brown,
commonly with a reddish cast.

Sapwood: Can be paler, but not always
sharply demarcated from the heartwood.

Grain: Prominent and distinct, often with a
cathedral grain pattern.



Red oak is one of the most popular and widely
used hardwoods in North America, prized for its

strength, durability, and beautiful grain patterns.

Red oak trees are native to North America and
can be found throughout the eastern United
States and Canada. The wood of the red oak
tree has been used by Native American tribes
for centuries for building structures, making
tools, and crafting intricate designs. European
settlers also quickly recognized the value of red
oak lumber and began using it for a variety of
purposes. During the Industrial Revolution, red
oak lumber saw a surge in popularity as it was
used for railroad ties, bridges, and other
large-scale construction projects. The wood's
strength and resistance to rot made it a valuable
material for building infrastructure that needed
to withstand the test of time. Today, red oak
lumber continues to be a popular choice for a
wide range of applications like cabinetry and
furniture. Its versatility and durability make it a
favorite among carpenters and wood-workers.

Red oak is the most abundant hardwood in
North America and has a long history in
American woodworking. In recent years, red oak
lumber has become a sustainable choice for
environmentally conscious consumers. Red oak
trees are fast-growing and abundant, making
them a renewable lumber
production. Sustainable forestry practices
ensure that red oak trees are harvested
responsibly, preserving the natural beauty of the
wood for future generations to enjoy.
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HEARTWOOD VS. SAPWOOD

Red oak sapwood is typically white to light
brown, while its heartwood can range from pink
to dark reddish brown. The color difference
between the two is usually quite distinct. Red
oak's color can also vary depending on the
region where the trees were harvested.

Can you spot the distinctive grain
patterns below? The right door
showcases the cathedral grain that is
often associated with Red Oak.

For a complete and current palette of available options, please see DeWils.com



