
WOOD STAINS ON MAPLE

NATURAL VARIATION

With a natural material like wood, it is very 

important to see as many examples of their 

ultimate choice in stain color and wood species 

as possible. In many cases a sample door or 

color block are just not enough to show the full 

spectrum of grains and colors that each unique 

tree within our forests have to offer.

And as with any natural product, the wood will 

mature over time to its more seasoned color. 

Maple, specifically, becomes warmer and 

develops a golden tone.

CHARACTERISTICS OF MAPLE (HR) 

Maple is a great cabinet material option due to 

its durability, subtle grain patterns and generally 

consistent and smooth appearance. 

Heartwood: Darker brown with red undertones

Sapwood: Nearly white to an off cream color, 

with grey and pink undertones

Grain: Fine, typically straight grain pattern



DeWils sources all its Hard Rock Maple 

from the North Eastern United States. For some 

wood species, like Hard Rock Maple, the 

climate of a region plays a significant role in 

determining growth patterns and grain. In 

northeastern North America, where sugar 

maples (Acer saccharum) predominantly grow, 

the temperature fluctuations between seasons 

contribute to the formation of annual growth 

rings. These rings are crucial in defining the 

grain pattern of the wood.

In regions with more extreme climates, such as 

those with prolonged droughts or excessive 

rainfall, the grain can be affected as well. For 

example, maple trees subjected to drought 

stress may exhibit tighter growth rings, resulting 

in a denser, more compact grain. Conversely, in 

areas with abundant moisture, trees may grow 

faster, leading to wider growth rings and a more 

open grain structure. These variations can 

greatly impact how stain is absorbed. 

GRAIN VARIATION WITH STAIN

Overall, Maple Wood has a tight grain and is 

relatively dense, leading to a distinctly mottled 

or varied appearance when stained. This effect 

occurs because the wood’s density varies, with 

some open grains absorbing more stain evenly 

and tighter grains absorbing less.

No two trees will be the same. Some grow faster 

while others take longer to mature. Even in the 

same tree, no two boards will be identical. 

Each displaying their own unique character and 

made up of decades of growth.

So you see, these variations are not defects or 

flaws. Rather quite the opposite. These 

variations are a result of growing, thriving, and 

maturing with nature. To be a fan of Maple is to 

celebrate these variations. 

For a complete and current palette of available options, please see DeWils.com


