
HICKORY

NATURAL VARIATION

With a natural material like wood, it is very 

important to see as many examples of their 

ultimate choice in stain color and wood species 

as possible. In many cases, a sample door or 

color block are just not enough to show the full 

spectrum of grains and colors that each unique 

tree within our forests have to offer.

And as with any natural product, the wood will 

mature over time to its more seasoned color. 

Hickory, specifically, ages to a warm golden 

version of itself.

CHARACTERISTICS OF HICKORY (HI) 

Grown in the Glacial region of the Eastern United 

States, DeWils selects our Hickory from the 

finest grades of lumber. The striking variation in 

the look of Hickory may be a polarizing 

character of the species, but is the true appeal 

for those that fall in love with it.

Heartwood: Medium to dark reddish/brown

Sapwood: Pale-toned yellow/white

Grain: Typically straight, occasionally wavy



American Hickory has long been a preferred 

choice amongst cabinet-makers, furniture 

craftsmen, and tool makers alike for its 

unrivaled durability. In fact, Hickory is the 

hardest commercially available wood grown in 

North America. Pioneers of the 1800s heading 

west chose Hickory for their wagon wheels. 

These wagons averaged roughly 2,500 lbs., and 

withstood 2,000 miles of grueling Oregon Trail. 

So, you could say, we’re quite fond of Hickory 

and its storied contribution to the American 

West.

HEARTWOOD VS. SAPWOOD

In some species, like Hickory, color differences 

between new growth (sapwood) and old growth 

(heartwood) can be striking. Sometimes referred 

to as “Calico,” our Hickory will have a varied 

appearance. Some pieces will be made up of 

more heartwood (reddish/brown) while others 

might have larger streaks of sapwood 

(yellow/white). These color variations are what 

sets Hickory apart from many of the other wood 

species. Each piece is unique and makes for a 

truly one of a kind kitchen.

No two trees will be the same. Some grow faster 

while others take longer to mature. Even in the 

same tree, no two boards will be identical. Each 

displaying their own unique character and made 

up of decades of growth.

So you see, these variations are not defects or 

flaws. Rather quite the opposite. These 

variations are a result of growing, thriving, and 

maturing with nature. To be a fan of Hickory is to 

celebrate these variations. 

Can you spot the heartwood from the 
sapwood in the examples below?

HEARTWOOD

SAPWOOD

For a complete and current palette of available options, please see DeWils.com


